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@ Devinska Kobyla, najjuznejsi vybezok Ma-
lych Karpat, patri medzi prirodne najcennejsie
Uzemia Slovenska. Jej vynimocnost vytvorila
poloha na rozhrani Karpat a Panonie, pestré
geologické podlozie, tepla klima a starocia tra-

di¢cného vyuzivania krajiny.

Devinska Kobyla je prirodnou rezervaciou
s rozlohou 652 ha. Je rozdelena na zénu A s 5.
stupnom ochrany a zénu B so 4. stupnom ochra-
ny a zaroven je sucastou CHKO Malé Karpa-
ty a europskej sustavy chranenych Gzemi

Natura 2000.

Sucho- a teplomilné stepné travniky patria k dru-
hovo najbohatsim biotopom Devinskej Kobyly.
Ich pestra mozaika nizkej a vyssej vegetacie, kvit-
nucich rastlin a obnazenej pody vytvara vhodné
podmienky pre mnozstvo teplomilnych druhov.
BlizSie ich predstavuju tabule ¢. 2 a 6.

Dry and thermophilous steppe grasslands are
among the most species-rich habitats of Devins-
ka Kobyla. Thanks to a mosaic of short and taller
vegetation, Flowering plants and patches of bare
ground, they provide diverse conditions for many
thermophilous species. They are presented in
more detail on panels 2 and 6.

Na vdpencovych skalach s vel-
mi tenkou vrstvou pdody rastu
machy, lisajniky, rozchodniky
a drobné jednorocné rastliny.
Tieto pionierske porasty su pri-
sposobené suchu, prehrievaniu
a nedostatku zivin.

On limestone rocks with only
a very thin layer of soil, mosses,
lichens, stonecrops and small an-
nual plants can be found. These
pioneer communities are adapt-
ed to drought, intense heat and
nutrient-poor conditions.

Nespevnené karbonatové sutiny
osidluju rastliny, ktoré znasaju po-
hyb kamenov, zasypanie aj sucho.
Ich riedke porasty patria k najpozo-
ruhodnejsim spolocenstvam Uzemia.
Unconsolidated calcareous screes
are colonised by plants able to with-
stand moving stones, burial and
drought. Their sparse vegetation
forms some of the most remarkable
plant communities in the area.
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Na malom Uzemi sa tu striedaju lesy,
stepné travniky, kroviny, skalné steny,
sutiny, pieskové svahy, jaskyne a by-
valé lomy. Tato pestra mozaika posky-
tuje domov mnozstvu vzacnych rastlin
a zivocichov vratane orchidei, motylov
a dalSieho teplomilného hmyzu.
Dakujeme, ze prirodu objavujete
s respektom - pohybujete sa po vy-
znacenych chodnikoch, s ohladom
na zivocichy a bez poskodzovania
rastlin.

Lesy pokryvajd vacsinu
Devinskej Kobyly. Strieda-
ju sa tu teplomilné dubi-
ny, dubovo-hrabové lesy,
bukové porasty aj lesy ka-
menistych svahov. Viac sa
o nich dozviete na tabu-
liach ¢. 3,4 a 5.

Forests cover most of De-
vinska Kobyla. Thermophi-
lous oak forests, oak-horn-
beam forests, beech for-
ests and forests of rocky
slopes occur here. You can
learn more about them on
panels 3,4 and 5.
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Na slnecnych svahoch sa
so stepnymi travnikmi pre-
linaju nizke sucho- a teplo-
milné kroviny. Poskytuju
potravu, Ukryt a priaznivud
mikroklimu mnohym Zivo-
cichom.

On sunny slopes, low dry
and thermophilous scrub
forms a mosaic with step-
pe grasslands. It provides
food, shelter and a favou-
rable microclimate For many
animal species.

V strbindch karbonatovych
skalnych stien sa uchytdva-
ju lisajniky, machy, paprade
a dalSie Specializované rast-
liny. Prezivajd na miestach
s minimom pody a vody.
Lichens, mosses, ferns and
other specialised plants grow
in the crevices of calcareous
rock Faces. They survive in
places with very little soil
and water.

Foto | Photo: Jaroslav Kostal

Foto | Photo: Milan Gazdik

. |

‘l

| -‘-".'-"' J"'- =~ o

L “._1 el
-

S S
. L

5 ! L |
ol
il et

Glavica

206 m n. m.
A

DEVINSKA NOVA\VES

~_-s
"Abrazna .,

'jaskyna

Stokeravska
vdpenka ,
~ TECHNICKE SKLO

ZV )|

Villa\rustica
P

Devinska

Kobyla
514 m n. m

DUBRAVKA
H

——

Geologlcke
muzeum

e
*

hrad DEVIN

Devm

600 800
I

1000 m Jezuitské lesy\
) Medzivrstvova jaskyna

Dunagj

Legenda | Legend

Uzemie eurépskeho vyznamu Devinska Kobyla | Devinska Kobyla Special Area of Conservation
Xerotermné biotopy | Dry Habitats

Lesy | Forests

Lesné Zivocichy | Forest Animals

Dreviny | Woody Plants

Styri zastavenia v ¢ase | Four Stops in Time

Rastliny xerotermov + Zivocichy xerotermov | Dry Habitat Plants + Dry Habitat Animals

Naucné prvky (paleopieskovisko, hmyzi hotel, motyl, majka, ovecka, baran a koza)
Outdoor educational elements (Paleo sandpit, Insect hotel, Butterfly, Violet Oil Beetle,
Sheep, Ram and Goat)

—— Turistické chodniky | Hiking trails
—— Lesna cesta | Forest pathway
@ Salas | Sheep farm
I Lesy | Forests
Zarastené pasienky | Overgrown pastures
Sucho- a teplomilné travinno-bylinné porasty | Dry grasslands

V kolmych pieskovych stendch si vcelariky zlaté
vyhrabavaju dlhé hniezdne chodby. Vo vzduchu
obratne lovia vcely, osy a dalsi lietajdci hmyz.
European Bee-eaters excavate long

nesting burrows in vertical sandy walls.

They skilfFully catch bees, wasps and

other flying insects in the air.

Nespristupnené jaskyne poskytuju netopierom pokojné
zimoviska so stabilnou teplotou a vysokou vlhkostou.

K zimujucim druhom patri aj uchana cierna.

Caves closed to the public provide bats with
undisturbed winter roosts, stable temperatures and high
humidity. The Western Barbastelle is among the species
that hibernate here.

; : Jason chochlackovy
o f'?‘"ﬁ*x% Clouded Apollo

Na Devinskej Kobyle bola zaznamenana
takmer polovica druhov motylov
Slovenska. Mnohé su zavislé od
konkrétnych zivnych rastlin, bez ktorych
sa ich hisenice nedokazu vyvijat.

Almost half of Slovakia's butterfly species
have been recorded on Devinska Kobyla.
Many depend on particular host plants,
without which their caterpillars

cannot develop.

Na Devinskej Kobyle

rastie viacero vzacnych

druhov orchidei. Ich klicenie a vyvin

zavisia od spoluprace s pédnymi hubami a mnohé

potrebujld otvorené, pravidelne obhospodarované biotopy.

Several rare orchid species grow on Devinska Kobyla. Their germination
and development depend on symbiotic relationships with soil fungi,

and many require open habitats maintained through regular management.

Vstavac vojensky | Military Orchid Pestron vlkovcovy | Southern Festoon
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i%l% Devinska Kobyla, the southernmost
spur of the Little Carpathians, is one of
Slovakia's most valuable natural areas. Its
exceptional character has been shaped by
its location at the boundary between the
Carpathians and the Pannonian region, its
diverse geology, warm climate and centu-
ries of traditional land use.

Devinska Kobyla is a nature reserve cov-
ering 652 hectares. It is divided into Zone
A, with the highest, fifth level of protec-
tion, and Zone B, with the fourth level
of protection. It is also part of the Little

Devinska Kobyla patri
medzi najvyznamnej-
sie lokality kriticky
ohrozeného smldni-
ka piesocného. Tento
teplomilny druh rastie
na suchych piesocna-
tych stanovistiach.
Devinska Kobyla is
one of the most im-
portant sites for the
critically endangered
Sand Hog’'s Fennel.
This thermophilous
species grows in dry,
sandy habitats.

Foto | Photo: Jaroslav Mikus

Foto | Photo: Viera Sefferova-Stanova

Foto | Photo: Jana Menkynova

Stokeravska vapenka

Opustené lomy byvalej va-
penky odhalujd horninové
vrstvy, skameneliny a pozo-
ruhodné geologické Utvary.
Lokalita zaroven pripomina
historiu tazby vapenca.

The abandoned quarries
of the former limeworks
expose rock layers, fossils
and remarkable geological
formations. The site also
bears witness to the histo-
ry of limestone quarrying.

Carpathians Protected Landscape Area
and the European Natura 2000 network
of protected areas.

Within this relatively small area, forests,
steppe grasslands, scrub, rock faces,
screes, sandy slopes, caves and former
quarries form a diverse mosaic. These hab-
itats support many rare plant and animal
species, including orchids, butterflies and
other thermophilous insects.

Thank you fFor exploring nature with re-
spect: stay on marked trails, do not dis-
turb wildlife and do not pick plants.

Sandberg je svetoznamym ndleziskom
skamenelin. Usadeniny niekdajsieho
mora ukryvaju pozostatky morskych zi-
vocichov aj suchozemskych stavovcov.

Sandberg is a world-renowned fossil
site. Sediments deposited by an ancient
sea contain the remains of marine ani-
mals as well as terrestrial vertebrates.

Weitov lom

Byvaly vapencovy lom je dnes
cennym biotopom teplomil-
nych rastlin a zivocichov. Pas-
tva k6z obmedzuje zarastanie
svahov a pomdaha zachovat
otvorené stepné travniky.
The former limestone quar-
ry is now a valuable habitat
for thermophilous plants and
animals. Goat grazing limits
scrub encroachment and helps
preserve open steppe grass-
lands.

Nducné prvky | Outdoor educational elements
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ﬂ Juzné ajuhozapadné svahy Devinskej Kobyly
pokryvaju sucho- a teplomilné stepné travniky
(xerotermy), ktoré patria k najcennejsim bioto-
pom Uzemia. Po starocia ich Formovala a udrzia-
vala pastva oviec a koz, dopliana prilezitostnym
kosenim. Vdaka priaznivej juznej expozicii, pes-
trému geologickému podloziu a dlhodobému
obhospodarovaniu sa tu zachovala mimoriadna
druhova rozmanitost. Prelinajud sa tu zapadokar-
patské a horské druhy s panénskymi a submedi-
terannymi druhmi teplych nizin.

Po zaniku pastvy v 60. rokoch 20. storocia zaca-
li stepné travniky postupne zarastat. Rozsiruju
sa v nich konkurencne silné vysoké travy, pod-
porované aj obohacovanim pody zivinami, a dre-
viny, najma hloh, trnka a nepévodny agat biely.
Na spevnenie strmych svahov sa v minulosti vysa-
dzali jasen mannovy a borovica ¢ierna. Hustnuce
porasty drevin zatienuju pévodne otvorené plo-
chy, vytlacaju svetlomilné stepné rastliny a me-
nia teplé mikrostanovistia potrebné pre mnohé

ova—Stanova

Rozchodnik biely
White Stonecrop

Rozchodnik biely
White Stonecrop

Tarica kopcova
Mountain Alyssum

erotermt
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vzacne druhy motylov a dalSieho hmyzu. Hoci sa
najcennejSie stepné travniky na Devinskej Kobyle
dodnes zachovali, ich rozloha sa od polovice 20.
storocia vyrazne zmensila.

Teplomilné biotopy si mimoriadne posobivé naj-
ma na jar. Kym v lese na severnych svahoch méze
byt este sneh, na oslnenych juznych svahoch sa uz
objavuju prvé jarné kvety. Postupne sa tu v rych-
lom slede striedaju pestré farby kvitndcich rast-
lin, ktoré vyuzivaju obdobie s dostatkom podnej
vlahy a miernejsimi teplotami pred prichodom
suchého leta. Nasledujaca schéma priblizuje
teplomilné biotopy Devinskej Kobyly.

Cielom obnovného manazmentu na Devinskej
Kobyle je zachovat otvoreny stepny charakter
travinno-bylinnych porastov. Prvym krokom je
odstranenie neziaducich naletovych a nepé6-
vodnych drevin, aby sa mohla na tychto plo-
chach obnovit pastva, ktora je zakladnym
predpokladom dlhodobého zachovania tychto
biotopov.

,.q.lﬁn"

Odstranovanie drevin: Dreviny vyrastené zo
semien, napriklad borovice, mozno odstranit
pomerne jednoducho. NdrocnejsSie je potlaca-
nie druhov, ktoré sa intenzivhe obnovuju z ko-
renov alebo pnov, ako su agaty, trnky ci osiky.
Ich vymladky je potrebné odstranovat opakova-
ne, az kym sa nevycerpaju zadsobné latky v kore-
novom systéme. Najtazsie sa potlacaju invazne
druhy, ako je agat biely. Pri jeho odstranovani
je potrebné pouzivat vhodné, odborne zvolené
postupy a zasahy pravidelne opakovat, pretoze
jednorazovy vyrub méze podporit tvorbu novych
vymladkov.

Manazment sa prednostne zameriava na nepo-
vodné dreviny, najma agat biely, jasen mannovy
a borovicu ciernu, ako aj na dreviny, ktoré nad-
merne zatienuju cenné mikrolokality. Povodné
druhy, napriklad dub plstnaty, ¢eresna mahaleb-
kova a drien obycajny, sa na vhodnych miestach
ponechdvajd, aby sa zachovala pestra mozaika
stepnych travnikov, krovin a lesnych lemov.

Poniklec velkokvety
Greater Pasque Flower

Deviétorka rozprestreta
Sprawling Needle Sunrose

Machy a llsajnlky
Mosses and lichens £ &=

Rozchodnik prudky
Goldmoss Stonecrop

ozinec vicencovity
ainfoin Milkvetch

Ostrica nizka 1"3,_ '
Dwarf Sedge A

Natrznik piesoény S80S
Sand Cinquefoil &

Tarica kopcova
Mountain Alyssum

Kostrava tvrda )
Blue Fescue

Duska vcasna
Mother-of-Thyme

Na skalnych stenach, skalnych rebrach a sutiach sa tvoria plyt-
ké, kamenisté pody. Osidluju ich pionierske porasty, ktoré ako
prvé kolonizujd obnazeny skalny povrch a postupne vytvaraju
podmienky na uchytenie dalsich rastlin. Typickym druhom je
rozchodnik biely, ku ktorému sa pridava napriklad tarica kop-
cova. Casté su aj jednoro¢né druhy s kratkym zivotnym cyklom.
Kvitnﬂ skoro na jar a letné sucho ui preckaji vo forme semien

porasty su prispdsobené extrémnemu suchu, prehrlevanlu po-

vrchu a velmi malej vrstve pddy.

Shallow, stony soils develop on rock faces, rocky ridges and
screes. They are colonised by pioneer vegetation, which is the
first to establish on exposed rock surfaces and gradually cre-
ates conditions in which other plants can grow. A typical species
is White Stonecrop, accompanied, for example, by Mountain
Alyssum. Annual plants with short life cycles are also frequent.
They flower in early spring and survive the summer drought as
seeds. Lichens and mosses are another important component
of these communities. This vegetation is adapted to extreme
drought, intense surface heating and a very thin layer of soil.
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Sucho- a teplomilné travinno-bylinné porasty Devinskej Kobyly
zahrnaju niekolko biotopov eurépskeho vyznamu. Tvoria ich trsy
trav a ostric, medzi ktorymi rastie mnozstvo kvitnucich bylin. Na
najplytsich, kamenitych a zasaditych podach prevlada sivomodra
kostrava tvrda. Na hlbsich ju strieda zZltozelena ostrica nizka, kto-
rej trsy vytvaraju ndpadné kruhy, a sivozelena uzkolista kostrava
valeska. Rastie tu aj stoklas vzpriameny a viaceré druhy ozdob-
nych kavylov. Na jar porasty rozkvitajd hlavacikom jarnym, ponikle-
com velkokvetym ¢i kosatcom nizkym. S tiez domovom mnohych
vzacnych druhov orchidei, ktoré potrebuji dostatok svetla a nizku,
nezapojenul vegetaciu. Bez pravidelnej pastvy alebo iného vhodné-
ho manazmentu porasty hustnu a vzacne svetlomilné druhy z nich
postupne ustupuju.

Kavyl povabny
Golden Feather Grass

Cesnak zlty
Yellow Onion

i

Poniklec velkokvety Hlavaqk jarny

Greater Pasque Flower

Habltats

Spring Pheasant’s Eye

v
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;‘IE The southern and south-western slopes
of Devinska Kobyla are covered by dry, ther-
mophilous steppe grasslands, also known
as xerothermic grasslands, which are among
the most valuable habitats in the area. For
centuries, they were shaped and maintained
by sheep and goat grazing, supplemented by
occasional mowing. Their favourable south-
ern exposure, diverse geological bedrock
and long history of traditional management
have allowed exceptional species diversity
to survive. Western Carpathian and mon-
tane species intermingle here alongside
Pannonian and sub-Mediterranean species
of warm lowland areas.

Following the abandonment of grazing in
the 1960s, the steppe grasslands gradual-
ly become overgrown. Tall, highly compet-
itive grasses, also favoured by increasing
nutrient levels in the soil, have expanded
together with woody plants, particularly

Hlavacik jarny
Spring Pheasant’s Eye

Mrvica perista

.. X Tor Grass
Vstavac vojensky

Military Orchid

Kostravavaleska '
Wallis Fescue

Oman mecollsty
Narrow Leaved Inula |

of Dvmk

Hawthorn, Blackthorn and the non-native
Black Locust. Manna Ash and Black Pine
were planted in the past to stabilise steep
slopes. As woody vegetation becomes dens-
er, it shades fFormerly open areas, displaces
light-demanding steppe plants and alters
the warm microhabitats required by many
rare butterflies and otherinsects. Although
the most valuable steppe grasslands of
Devinska Kobyla have survived, their extent
has declined considerably since the mid-20t"
century.

The thermophilous habitats are particu-
larly impressive in spring. While snow may
still remain in the forests on the northern
slopes, the First spring flowers are already
appearing on the sunlit southern slopes.
The colourful blooms of different plant spe-
cies then follow one another in rapid suc-
cession, taking advantage of sufficient soil
moisture and milder temperatures before

Vstavac pocerny
Burnt Orchid

Kosatec nizky

Dwarf Iris

Stoklas vzpriameny
Upright Brome

* Ceresna krovita
European Dwarf Cherry

The dry, thermophilous grasslands of Devinska Kobyla include sever-
al habitats of European importance. They consist of tussocks of grasses
and sedges interspersed with numerous fFlowering herbs. Blue Fescue,
with its distinctive grey-blue leaves, dominates the shallowest, stony
and alkaline soils. On deeper soils, it is replaced by the yellow-green
Dwarf Sedge, whose tussocks form conspicuous rings, and the nar-
row-leaved, Wallis Fescue. Upright Brome and several ornamental
species of Feather Grass also grow here. In spring, the grasslands are
brightened by the flowers of Spring Pheasant’s Eye, Greater Pasque
Flower and Dwarf Iris. They are also home to many rare orchid spe-
cies that require abundant light and low, open vegetation. Without
regular grazing or other suitable management, the vegetation be-
comes denser and rare light-demanding species gradually disappear.

Sdcastou pestrej mozaiky su aj nizke suchomilné a teplomil-
né kroviny, v ktorych prevlada ¢eresna krovita. Vyskytuji sa
tiez ruza bedrovnikova, skalnik obycajny a resetliak skal-
ny, ktory sa na Slovensku prirodzene vyskytuje iba na Devin-
skej Kobyle. Kroviny zvysuja struktdrnu rozmanitost Gzemia
a poskytuju potravu, Ukryt a priaznivi mikroklimu mnohym
druhom hmyzu, vtakov a dalsich zivocichov. Délezité vsak je,
aby zostavali sticastou pestrej mozaiky a Uplne nezatienili
otvorené stepné travniky.

the arrival of the dry summer. The Follow-
ing diagram presents the thermophilous
habitats of Devinska Kobyla.

The aim of restoration management at De-
vinska Kobyla is to preserve the open steppe
character of its grasslands. The First step is
to remove unwanted self-seeded woody
plants and non-native woody plants so
that grazing can be restored. Grazing is
essential for the long-term conservation
of these habitats.

Removal of woody vegetation: Trees and
shrubs growing from seed, such as Pines,
can be removed relatively easily. Species
that regenerate vigorously from their roots
or stumps, including Black Locust, Black-
thorn and Eurasian Aspen, are more difficult
to control. Their shoots must be removed
repeatedly until the reserves stored in their
root systems are depleted. Invasive species
such as Black Locust are the most difficult

Coko \ Photo: Viepy 15

Resetliak skalny
Rock Buckthorn

Skalnik obycajny
Common Cotoneaster

to suppress. Appropriate methods select-
ed by specialists must be used, and inter-
ventions need to be repeated reqgularly, as
a single cutting may stimulate the produc-
tion of new shoots.

Management Focuses primarily on non-na-
tive woody species, particularly Black Lo-
cust, Manna Ash and Black Pine, as well as
on trees and shrubs that excessively shade
valuable microhabitats. Native species such
as Downy Oak, Mahaleb Cherry and Europe-
an Cornel are retained in suitable places to
preserve a diverse mosaic of steppe grass-
lands, scrub and woodland edges.

Ceresna krovitd
European Dwarf Cherry

Ruza bedrovnikova
Burnet Rose

The diverse habitat mosaic also includes low, dry and ther-
mophilous scrub dominated by European Dwarf Cherry. Oth-
er species include Burnet Rose, Common Cotoneaster and
Rock Buckthorn, which occurs naturally in Slovakia only on
Devinska Kobyla. Scrub increases the structural diversity of
the area and provides food, shelter and a favourable micro-
climate for many insects, birds and other animals. It is impor-
tant, however, that it remains part of a varied habitat mosaic
and does not completely shade the open steppe grasslands.
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Foto | Photo: Viera Sefferova-Stanova
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&P Slnecné, teplé stanovistia, na ktorych pocas
leta casto chyba pddna vlaha, sa nazyvaju xero-
termy. Takéto podmienky prevladajd najma na
juznych a juhozapadnych svahoch Devinskej
Kobyly. Pripominaju suché stepné a lesostepné

oblasti Panonie a juhovychodnej Eurépy, odkial

sa sem v priebehu davneho vyvoja krajiny rozsirili
mnohé teplomilné rastliny.

Rastliny su tu prispbésobené nielen nedostatku
vody, ale aj vysokym teplotam a intenzivhemu
slne¢nému ziareniu. Nazyvame ich sucho- a tep-
lomilné, teda xerotermné rastliny. Od marca do
oktobra tu postupne kvitnu druhy, ktoré zaujmu
pestrymi farbami, tvarmi aj vonou svojich kvetov.
Niektoré z nich vam priblizi a pomo6ze spoznat
Kruhovy sprievodca Devinskou Kobylou - rast-
liny xerotermouv.

Pozrime sa aj na niektoré domyselné prisposo-
benia, ktoré umoznuju xerotermnym rastlinam
prezit v tychto extrémnych zivotnych podmien-
kach.

Duzinata (sukulentna) stavba tela umoznuje rast-
lindm vytvarat si zasoby vody v pletivach stonky
alebo listov. Zname stonkové sukulenty su kaktusy.
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Rozchodnik biely patri k druhom s duzinatymi listami.
The White Stonecrop is a herb with fleshy leaves.

,Stepny bezec” kotuc polny
Field Eryngo, a “tumbleweed”
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U nas rastu listové sukulenty — napr. rozchodniky
¢i skalnicniky. Duzinaté listy su casto pokryté
ochrannou voskovou vrstvickou, ktorad obme-
dzuje odparovanie vody.

Rast v hustych trsoch alebo vytvaranie listo-
vych ruzic chrani vnitorné casti rastliny pred
prehrievanim, vetrom a nadmernym vysychanim.
Medzi takto prisposobené rastliny patria napri-
klad ostrica nizka, kostravy, skalni¢niky.

V stepnych podmienkach sa semena mnohych
rastlin Siria vetrom pomocou kridelok, paperis-
tych chipkov alebo dlhych osin, ktoré im umoznu-
ju plachtit vzduchom ¢i zachytit sa na vhodnom
mieste. Takto sa Siria napriklad kavyle, poniklece,
pichliace.

Domyselny sposob Sirenia semien maju aj takzva-
né stepné bezce, napriklad kotuc¢ polny alebo
gypsomilka metlinata. Po dozreti sa ich suché,
bohato rozkonarené a takmer gulowte
byle odlomia. Vietor ich kotula po
otvorenom teréne a semena sa

pocas pohybu postupne

uvolnuju a rozptyluju

do sirokého okolia.
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Foto | Photo: Milan Gazdik, Viera Sefferova-Stanova
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él% Sunny, warm habitats that often lack soil mois-
ture during summer are known as xerothermic habi-
tats. Such conditions prevail mainly on the southern
and south-western slopes of Devinska Kobyla.
They resemble the dry steppe and forest-steppe re-
gions of Pannonia and south-eastern Europe, from
which many xerothermic plants spread here over
the long history of the landscape’s development.
The plants are adapted not only to a lack of water,
but also to high temperatures and intense sunlight.
They are described as drought- and warmth-loving,
or xerothermic, plants. From March to October, dif-
ferent species gradually come into Flower, attract-
ing attention with the varied colours, shapes and
scents of their blooms. The Circular Guide to De-
vinska Kobyla - Plants of Xerothermic Habitats
introduces some of these species and will help you
identify them.

Let us also look at some of the ingenious adapta-
tions that enable xerothermic plants to survive in
these extreme conditions.

A Fleshy, succulent structure allows plants to store
water in the tissues of their stems or leaves. Cac-
ti are well-known stem succulents. In our region,

Plody ponikleca s chlpatym/ priveskami sa dobre siria vetrom.
Winged fluffy seeds of a Pasque Flower are well-dispersed by the wind.

Foto | Photo: Jaroslav Kostal

Kavylova step a detail zrna kavyla s dlhou ostou

A Feather Grass steppe and a detailed view of a Feather Grass seed with a long feathery white awn
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leaf succulents include Stonecrops and Houseleeks.
Their fleshy leaves are often covered with a pro-
tective waxy layer that reduces water loss through
evaporation.

Growing in dense tussocks or forming leaF ro-
settes protects the inner parts of the plant from
overheating, wind and excessive drying. Plants with
these adaptations include Dwarf Sedge, Fescues
and Houseleeks.

In steppe conditions, the seeds of many plants are
dispersed by wind with the help of wings,
feathery hairs or long awns, which al-

low them to glide through the

air or become lodged in

a suitable place. Feather Grasses, Pasque Flowers
and Thistles spread in this way.

So-called tumbleweeds, such as Field Eryngo and Ba-
by's Breath, also have an ingenious method of seed
dispersal. Once their seeds have ripened, their dry,
richly branched and almost spherical stems break
off. The wind rolls them across the open ground,
gradually releasing and scattering the seeds over
a wide area.
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&P Sucho- a teplomilné (xerotermné) biotopy
Devinskej Kobyly st domovom niekolkych tisicok
zivocisnych druhov, najma hmyzu. Okrem ich sta-
lych obyvatelov tu m6zeme pozorovat aj zivocichy
z okolitych lesov a krovin, najma vtaky, ktoré prilie-
taju na otvorené stepné plochy za potravou. Nie-
ktoré z mnozstva tunajsich zivocichov vam pomoze
spoznat Kruhovy sprievodca Devinskou Kobylou
— Zivocichy xerotermov.

Mnohé teplomilné druhy majud centrum rozsirenia
v stepnych oblastiach Panédnie, juznej a juhovychod-
nej Eurépy. Niektoré z nich pdsobia svojim vzhla-
dom takmer exoticky. Patri k nim dravd modlivka
zelena, znama aj tym, ze samicka moze po pareni
zozrat samceka, ¢i vzhladom podobna pamodlivka
dlhokrk3, ktora je ovela vzacnejsia a pozorovat ju
mozno len vynimocne. Napadny kriziak pasavy svo-
jim zlto-Ciernym sfarbenim pripomina osu. Samicka
je pritom takmer trojnasobne vacsia ako nenapadny
samcek.
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Pozornost puta aj okan hruskovy, najvacsi eurépsky
nocny motyl, s rozpatim kridel az 16 cm. Patri do
skupiny, ktorej najvacsia rozmanitost sa nachadza
v tropoch a subtropoch. Lieta vecer a v noci a svojim
prudkym letom moze pripominat mensieho netopie-
ra. Pozoruhodné su velke, pestro sfarbené hidsenice
s vyraznymi hrbolcekmi a stetinami.

Exotické druhy najdeme aj medzi vtakmi. K najna-
padnejsim patria vcelarik zlaty a dudok chochlaty.
Vcelarik si vyhrabava hniezdne chodby v kolmych
pieskovych stenach a vo vzduchu obratne lovi vcely,
osy a dalsi lietajdci hmyz. Dudok vyhladava na pa-
sienkoch a v otvorenej krajine larvy chrobakov a iné
bezstavovce a hniezdi v dutinach stromov, skal i
murov.

Murarik cervenokridly prilieta na Devinsku Koby-
lu najma v zime. Po skalnych stenach obratne splha
a zo strbin vybera drobny hmyz a pavuiky. Pri lete
odhaluje vyrazné cervené kridla, preto pripomina
sopereného motyla"“.
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:l‘.' The dry, warm xerothermic habitats of Devin-
ska Kobyla are home to several thousand animal
species, particularly insects. In addition to their
permanent inhabitants, animals from the surround-
ing Forests and scrub can also be observed here, es-
pecially birds that visit the open steppe grasslands
in search of food. The Circular Guide to Devinska
Kobyla - Animals of Xerothermic Habitats will help
you identify some of the many species found here.
Many warmth-loving species have their main distri-
bution in the steppe regions of Pannonia and south-
ern and south-eastern Europe. Some appear almost
exotic. These include the predatory European Man-
tis, also known for the Female sometimes eating
the male after mating, and the similar-looking but
much rarer Mantidflies, which is only occasionally
observed. The conspicuous Wasp Spider resembles
a wasp with its yellow-and-black markings. The fe-
male is almost three times larger than the incon-
spicuous male.
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Another striking species is the Giant Peacock Moth,
Europe’s largest moth, with a wingspan of up to
16 centimetres. It belongs to a group whose great-
est diversity occurs in tropical and subtropical re-
gions. It flies in the evening and at night, and its rap-
id flight may resemble that of a small bat. Its large,
brightly coloured caterpillars, covered with promi-
nent tubercles and bristles, are equally remarkable.
Exotic-looking species can also be found among the
birds. The most conspicuous include the Europe-
an Bee-eater and the Eurasian Hoopoe.
Bee-eaters excavate nesting bur-

rows in vertical sandy walls

and skilfully catch bees,

Deomskej Kobyly

wasps and other flying insects in the air. Hoopoes
search pastures and open landscapes for beetle lar-
vae and other invertebrates and nest in cavities in
trees, rocks or walls.

The Wallcreeper visits Devinska Kobyla mainly in
winter. It skilfully climbs rock Faces and extracts
small insects and spiders from crevices. In flight, it
reveals its striking red wings, giving it the appear-
ance of a “feathered butterfly”.

Murarik
cervenokridly
Wallcreeper

Foto | Photo: Jaroslav Mikus

Foto | Photo: Frantisek Divok
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Modlivka zelend | European Mantis
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Foto | Photo: Jan Kristofik

L)
=
c
.9
=
(%]
=
E
O
)
2
o
R
o
o =
o
o
o)
(o}
(1

Kriziak pasavy | Wasp Spider

Vcelarik zlaty | European Bee-eater

Foto | Photo: Jan Svetlik

Dudok chochlaty | Eurasian Hoopoe
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